Transition-Metal-Free Iodine Catalyzed Selenocayanation of Styrenyl Bromides and an Easy Access to Benzoselenophenes via Intermediacy of Styrenyl Selenocyanate.
A convenient procedure has been developed for the synthesis of styrenyl selenocyanates and benzoselenophenes from readily available styrenyl bromides by reaction with potassium selenocyanate in the presence of iodine under specified conditions. A series of both compounds have been obtained by this procedure. The synthesis of styrenyl selenocyanates has not been previously reported, and thus this method is of much significance.